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Thank You So Much For being a member! 
By purchasing your membership, you are agreeing that the contents are the property of Nicole 
VanTassel of iExploreScience LLC. These resources are licensed to you only for classroom/
personal use as a single user.  I retain the copyright and reserve all rights to the product. 

As the original purchaser, You May: 
        >> use materials in our membership for YOUR own students or your personal  
            professional development.  
        >> reference {WITHOUT DISTRIBUTION} this product in blog posts, professional  
           development programs (workshops, seminars, etc.) ONLY if both credit is given to  
           myself as the author AND a link to iExploreScience is provided in the presentation 
        >> purchase licenses/memberships for multiple teachers at a discount 

You May Not: 
        >> claim this work as your own, alter the files in any way, or remove copyrights/ 
           watermarks 
        >> create anything based on this product to sell or share 
        >> sell the files or combine them into another unit for sale/free 
        >> post this document for sale/free elsewhere on the internet (this includes sharing via  
           Google Doc links, on blogs, school websites, Facebook Groups, or anywhere else) 
        >> make copies of purchased items to share with anyone other than your classroom  
           students for educational purposes 

Thank you for abiding by these accepted do’s of professional ethics while using this product. 
Hours upon hours of hard work, research, and knowledge go into each and every product, so I 
appreciate your willingness to comply with these legally binding Terms Of Use.  

If you encounter any issues with your product, please reach out to me via email: 
nvantassel@iexplorescience.com or through the Q&A function on the TeachersPayTeachers 
website. I will happily help in any way I can!

TERMS OF USE

THANK YOU AGAIN!  
Nicole VanTassel  
@ iExploreScience
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Storylines Bootcamp

Lesson 1: The Phenomenon 
Graphic Organizer: Brainstorming Your Phenomenon 

Directions:  
1. You chose a concept to focus your storyline on for this Bootcamp. List out the concepts that 

students will be learning below. Then, brainstorm where you can see this concept in action in the real 
world.  Add to this list as you explore the sources of ideas for phenomenon provided on the next 
page. 

Reflection Questions To Consider: 
Which concepts will cause the most confusion? 
Which concepts are most important? 
Which concepts are abstract or invisible? 
Why do these concepts matter?

Disciplinary Core Ideas/Unit Concepts Where Can I See This In The Real World?
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Storylines Bootcamp

Lesson 1: The Phenomenon 
Recommended Resources: Anchor Inspiration

SCIENCE
in the News

Sources For NGSS Phenomenon: 
#ProjectPhenomena - https://sites.google.com/site/sciencephenomena/ 
The Wonder of Science - http://thewonderofscience.com 
Phenomena for NGSS - https://www.ngssphenomena.com/ 
The Teaching Channel - https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2016/09/22/phenomena
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Storylines Bootcamp

Lesson 1: The Phenomenon 
Graphic Organizer: Identifying Possible Anchors 

Directions:  Generate three ideas for your phenomenon that might work for your content.  
Brainstorm questions your students may ask when presented with this phenomenon. You will use these 
questions to determine which phenomenon works best for your storyline.

Phenomenon IDEA 1 QUESTIONS IT MAY GENERATE

Phenomenon IDEA 2 QUESTIONS IT MAY GENERATE

Phenomenon IDEA 3 QUESTIONS IT MAY GENERATE
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Storylines Bootcamp

Lesson 1: The Phenomenon 
Reflection: Evaluating Your Phenomenon 

Directions: Use the following questions to evaluate your anchor. 

Content: 
1. An phenomenon is a specific event or process.  What is your phenomenon?  

2.  How does your phenomenon tie to your content? Describe how your targeted content connects to the 
phenomenon you have identified.  Which ideas connect most easily and clearly? 

3.  Which targeted ideas are less relevant to this phenomenon?  

4.  How will the questions generated by your phenomenon lead students to your targeted content? 

Engagement 
5. Can students actually observe or investigate the phenomenon? How? (Using models? Analyzing data? 
Watching a demonstration? Participating in a lab or simulation?) 

6. Will students find explaining the phenomenon interesting and/or important?  How will you emphasize 
the relevancy of this phenomenon? 

7.  Is the phenomenon related to real-world issues or the local environment? Does it connect to 
students’ lives or experiences? 

Learning 
8. Will students NEED to understand the DCIs, Science and Engineering Practices, and Crosscutting 
Concepts to explain how/why the phenomenon occurred? 

9. Does this phenomenon work within the constraints of your classroom and school? (Time, economic 
costs, etc.)


